
Savannah’s Story 
 
I became involved in Jubilee Designs while in a hospital. I’d spent almost a year living in shelters and 
on the street due to a severe mental illness, multiple traumatic experiences and a lack of social 
support. I ended up in hospitals a lot because I didn’t want to live anymore with the pain of everything 
I’d experienced. While I was homeless, I had become connected with the staff and community at 
Evergreen Centre for Street Youth. And this time when I 
went to the hospital, staff and friends came to visit me.  
 
One of the staff shared her ideas with me about a new 
employment program, and invited me to participate. I 
helped to generate ideas about how to run the program, and 
after I was discharged from the hospital, I became a Jubilee 
Designs employee.  
 
At first I felt overwhelmed by all the new skills I had to learn. 
It was hard for me to sit and focus for a long time and I 
didn’t know how to sew or create the products we were 
making. My housing was still unstable and because of this I was exposed to violence and frightening 
situations on a regular basis. But as I participated in Jubilee Designs, I began to learn new skills and 
my self-confidence began to rise. They were able to accommodate my situation by providing a flexible 
schedule, allowing me to take extra breaks when needed and helping me to set personal goals for 
myself. 
 
The staff were very understanding and gave me second chances when I was struggling. My work at 
Jubilee Designs became something I was proud of, an experience of success when it seemed like the 
odds of succeeding in life were stacked against me. 
 
During the course of my employment at Jubilee Designs, my life changed dramatically. I was offered 

an office assistant position and a position leading workshops, 
which allowed me to master many new skills to put on my 
resume. I was able to find a safe place to live. I attended a 
college upgrading program and applied for university (and am 
still waiting to hear if I get accepted!). My mental health 
improved significantly. 
 
I became happier, more confident and less fearful. At every 
step along the way I was encouraged by the staff at Jubilee 
Designs. This consistent support, which I’d lacked for so long, 
helped me believe that I could overcome all the obstacles I 
faced and have a better future. 

Jubileedesigns.ca 
Jubilee Designs employs homeless and at-risk youth to lead workshops as well as create handmade, one of a kind 
products! 
 


